
SAFETY ADVISORY AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

The Safety Advisory and Transportation Committee Meeting was held on June 26, 2013, at 5:07 p.m.
with Chairman Hutchison presiding.  Members present were Mr. Dixon, Mr. Perza, and Mr. Keller. 
Mr. Davis was absent.

AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS
Mr. Keller moved for approval of the agenda, seconded by Mr. Dixon and unanimously
carried.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Subcommittee Update
Mr. Scott Koenig, City Manager, on behalf of Mrs. Ann Marie Townshend, Director of Planning and
Community Development, advised members that a Bicycle/Pedestrian Subcommittee had been
formed and had been meeting regularly.  Mr. Koenig provided a copy of the “Bicycle Friendly
Community Application 2012" (Attachment #1) that the Subcommittee had completed for
submission to the League of American Cyclists.  The deadline for submission is July 16, 2013. 
Mr. Koenig stated that any comments should be provided to either himself or Mrs. Townshend by
the end of the week of July 5, 2013 so they could be considered and incorporated into the
application.

Mr. Koenig informed members that the Governor had placed high priority on the Capital Bike Trail
and that construction had begun behind Legislative Hall.  He also stated that the Delaware
Department of Transportation (DelDOT) had been aggressively working on Loockerman Street
paving to make the streets and corners, as well as other local and state roads and highways, American
Disability Act (ADA) compliant.  Mr. Koenig noted that the City was also working diligently to
improve the roads and make the City more pedestrian and bicycle friendly.  He noted that this would
be a long process.  

Mr. Hutchison stated that the City was also reaching out to the City of Dover Police, State of
Delaware Police, and DelDOT to concentrate on bicycle and pedestrian safety.

Mr. Koenig stated that there had been a lot of complaints about speeding in neighborhoods and City
streets, such as North State Street, as well as some crashes as a result of speeding.  He reiterated the
importance of improving the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists crossing the City streets.  

Mr. Koenig advised that when DelDOT repaved U.S. 13, they striped a narrow bike lane.  He noted
that, in order to incorporate the bike lane, the width of the other lanes was reduced, leaving a four
(4) foot lane dedicated to cyclists. 

Mr. Dixon expressed his concern regarding bicycling on Loockerman Street, stating that the bike
lanes are not safe because if someone were to open a car door as a cyclist approached, the cyclist
would be knocked off of their bicycle.  Mr. Dixon also expressed some concern surrounding the left
turn lane going into the Dover Mall.

No action was taken by the Committee.
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Dover High School Construction Update
Mr. Scott Koenig, City Manager, on behalf of Mrs. Ann Marie Townshend, Director, Planning and
Community Development, advised members that the new Dover High School had made significant
progress and was on target to open in the Fall of 2014.  He stated that the contractors had been under
some pressure from the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) for
stormwater control and site management issues; however, these issues were being resolved.  In
addition, Mr. Koenig advised that the paving and final striping had been completed up to the main
entrance, along with the utility relocation on the north side.

Mr. Koenig advised members that when the project was started, monthly coordination meetings were
being held with the City, EDIS, Becker Morgan, and the Delaware Department of Transportation
(DelDOT), as well as any other entity that wanted to participate.  The group will resume meeting on
a regular basis on Thursday, June 27, 2013 to iron out the details as the end stage of the project
approaches and to follow up on some of the issues discussed by the Safety Advisory and
Transportation Committee.  Mr. Koenig cited installation of a traffic signal at the second entrance
to the school as one of the issues discussed by the Committee. He noted that a HAWK Pedestrian
System would be installed instead of a traffic signal.  Mr. Koenig stated that a HAWK system was
in use near the University of Delaware, where the conditions are similar to those at the second
entrance of the new Dover High School.

Mr. Koenig advised members that Mrs. Townshend had been working closely with the Capital
School District and DelDOT on the appropriation of funds to install sidewalks on the north side of
Route 8 at Mifflin Road, continuing down the north side by Heatherfield East, Heatherfield, and a
portion of the Draper Farm in front of Cranberry Run.  The sidewalks, which will provide a walking
path along the north side of the road, should be completed when the school opens in the fall of 2014. 
Additionally, a second phase is planned to install sidewalks on the south side.  Mr. Koenig noted that
the state was willing to fund the sidewalk project since the approximate cost of $600,000 - $800,000
was less expensive than providing bus transportation to the students who could walk to school if
there were an acceptable walking path.

Responding to Councilman Hutchison, Mr. Koenig stated that it was his understanding that part of
the certificate to build the new high school included the requirement to decommission the old high
school.  He noted that discussions had taken place regarding use of the athletic fields for recreational
leagues.  Mr. Koenig indicated that the District had no interest in selling the property.  It was his
feeling that it would be very unfortunate if the old high school was torn down because the facility
was not in bad condition and the gym was relatively new.  

Mr. Dixon suggested that the school be used to shelter homeless people, especially in the winter.

Responding to Mr. Dixon’s concern regarding horseplay on Division Street, Mr. Koenig agreed that
the schools could be made aware of this situation.

No action was taken by the Committee.
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Mr. Keller moved for adjournment, seconded by Mr. Dixon and unanimously carried.

Meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m.

James L. Hutchison, Sr.
Chairman
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